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Problem and need

• growing need for business-neutral, non-profit oriented professional 
organizations and networks, which can 
• collaborate with experts objectively at the international level and 
• guide farmers and their advisors- free from commercial interest - at the 

country level

• especially digital technologies, ICT solutions, in forefront of today’s
innovation

• If possible, build on existing capacities

• => we have one such network: AGROWEB CEE



AgroWeb is listed on FAO OEK website / Knowledge Forum section / in 
the Cross-cutting Areas category: http://www.fao.org/knowledge/documents-

detail/en/c/123656/?type=networks



Agroweb CEE network background

• Since 1998

• Support by FAO experts and events

• Objective: agriculture information and capacity building

• Members are AKIS stakeholders mainly
• Universities, RD centres, scientific institutes, ministries, ngos in agriculture

• Public, nonprofit, business neutral, professionally oriented organisations

• Driving force and glue are core individuals collaborating in last 20 years





Network of thematic networks

• Vertical – Olive, MAP, Apricot, Rye, Buffalo, Sunflower, 
Pulses, Nut, Wool, etc „ESCORENA” networks

• Horizontal – Agroweb – information management
• AW National portals

• Content for international audience, jump page for national links

• Localized content for national users, including farmers in native
language
• Agri.al Albania, Agro.am Armenia, Uzbekistan



AW and Escorena orientations
1. Primarily used by content-oriented communities, who especially 

create traditional content, working with a CMS platform. 

2. Because the networks (platforms) also provide an opportunity to 
display the activity of each focal point to each other, it is also a way of 
maintaining visibility and keeping up relationships. 

3. AgroWeb and ESCORENA events are major happenings for the 
communities that - according to the evaluated statistics - significantly 
increase the use of the online platform prior and after the event, thus 
from this aspect they are also task oriented communities to a certain 
extent.



Benefits – CoPs - general
1. Access knowledge, information resources not be available 

locally.

2. Share knowledge, to learn from one another.

3. Create knowledge, online communities usually have a fertile 
and sustainable environment for new knowledge creation by 
supplying collaborative tools bringing together experts who may 
be far apart geographically.

4. Build professional identity, recognition, relationships, and 
collaboration. 

5. Can give voice to members who do not like to speak up in 
face‐to‐face interaction





National subportal example



Thematic network example: MAP



CMS backend





Technical background - platforms

Networks Centralised 

platform

Isolated 

systems

Total

AgroWeb 19 (57.58%) 14 33

ESCORENA 10 (55.56%) 8 18

Total 29 (56.58%) 22 51



Recent and present situation

• not much – mostly a series of events

• less active, problems of maintanance, some nodes still going well

• oldish technical solution, 

• CMS version from 10 years ago, 

• no technical support



Near future plans

• System upgrade

• Migration to new platform

• New functionalities

• Organisational background, possibility of new NGO background, 
expert individuals

• Expert consultation, 2018…

• Projects – V4, EU, …



http://dev1.agrowebcee.net/





Possible new functions and services

• For old members: archive, migrate consolidated, validated content from the old 
server to the more flexible and easily usable new AgroWeb CEE/ECA CMS 
platform, 

• For active old members: publish validated content migrated from old server to 
the new platform

• For new and old members: online sign-up by thematic group and other data 
related to the user profile (according to vertical and horizontal categorizations)

• Receive newsletters according to the member profile

• Receive invitation to participate at specialized events

• Opportunity to participate in the expert roster with work reference profile (can 
help the members to get expert work assignment)

• Right to submit news, events, articles to be published on the platform websites



Thank you.


